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| know a guy here in Osaka, middle aged, American, with a
Japanese wife and two kids. Over the last 3 decades he’ s
made a successful life in Japan as an importer of antique
American furniture and interior design consultant. | was
introduced to him in 2011 through people involved with
modern art and fashion.
After being introduced, he handed me his business card. |
didn’ t have one to exchange. The first thing he asked me was
“What do you do?”
Um - | teach English.” | said, somewhat embarrassed to

smile started to spread across his face. “Oh, that’ s really
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cool! Are you looking for a job in that field?” he asked.

I laughed, explaining that such work is incredibly difficult to
come by. Most people | know have hardly ever heard the
word “Soundscape”, let alone know anyone who makes a
living in it. His face a bit more sober, he replied, “Oh, | see.”
He then advised me to think about what | could do with my
skills that might be of some value in business. “Then, get
yourself some business cards!”

Nearly four years on and still | have never met anyone who
works in Soundscape. The closest thing would maybe be

(hZ1770) T (;;747”’) admit it. “Yeah, every foreigner here teaches English,” he making music for video games. However, since | started
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